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Ethics matters.  In life and in business.  Bombshell Accessories/Metal Mafia 
trades on that principle. In the era of cutthroat and carelessness, we choose 
commitment and accountability. No excuses. No slack. No margin for error.

Bombshell Accessories/Metal Mafia is the result of three people’s dedication 
to doing it right every time, in a world where things being done wrong has 

become the norm. We make jewelry, but our company also makes a home for 
both the people who work here and the people we serve. Our style is as

persuasive as our honesty. Our quality is as irreproachable as our integrity.
Our designs are as righteous as we are.

®
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INTERVIEW WITH 

JULIE SEMOCK

What got you into the industry?

“I honestly didn’t have much of a game plan for myself, I never 
had a solid image of what I wanted to do career wise. After grad-
uating high school, I studied physical and health education at a 

local college for a lot longer than I anticipated, and struggled with 
it.”

My favorite part about working in the piercing industry are my clients. Seeing them grin from 
ear to ear afterwards makes it all worth it. The way we choose to express ourselves through 

clothing, hair color, tattoos, or piercings makes us confident, and I love being able to help my 
clients gain confidence through something so simple as a new set of ear lobe piercings. One 
of my favorite stories is of an ear lobe piercing appointment with a 7 year old girl. She came 
in excited, ready to go until we did the first ear. She sat well but then got extremely nervous 
about the second one and almost backed out. Mom and I gave her a few moments to collect 
herself and make sure she wanted to go through with the second ear, and then she bravely 
did, let out a few tears but as soon as I went to hand her the mirror for her to check out her 

new piercings, she snatched it so fast and had the biggest grin and let out the sweetest hap-
piest squeal and said “I love them!”

“I am still young in my career at 2 years under my belt. I 
have an amazing mentor who I work closely with still who 
has taught me everything I know. A great thing about our 
industry is that we’re always learning & I’m excited to con-

tinue to grow as a body piercer.”

How many years have you been piercing?

What did you think you were going to be when you grew up?

What is your favorite part of working in the piercing industry? Any good stories?

“WITH PIERCING, IT WAS SOMETHING I COULD 
POUR ALL MY ENERGY INTO LEARNING, I’M STILL 

LEARNING TO THIS DAY.”

What’s something you’ve failed at?
“Honestly, school. I studied at the University of Akron, Ohio 
for long enough to graduate, without graduating. Traditional 

classroom learning is difficult when the subject doesn’t 
interest me.“

 Any trends you see dominating the piercing industry/any 
big piercing trends in your city?

“Our shop is within walking distance of a college campus so the 
trends change pretty quickly. However nostril, navel, and nip-

ple piercings are our most popular. Personally, I’ve had a recent 
increase of clients asking for philtrum piercings, which are one of 

my favorites!”

“I am most proud of following this career path. I had a few people in my life be nervous about 
me working in this industry but I’ve since then blossomed and thrown myself passionately into 

furthering myself in this career. I’m very excited to continue to perfect my craft.“

What are you proudest of?

“I started getting tattooed by a few artists at the 
shop I work currently work for. I immediately fell 
in love with their atmosphere and shop mentality. 

An opportunity arose to work for them as their receptionist and booking appoint-
ments and I took it. Our shop owner also gave me the opportunity to learn how 
to pierce, with having worked as a home health aid previously I was comfortable 
working with people’s bodies and took to piercing very quickly. I originally went 
to college after graduating high school for physical and health education, so I’ve 
always wanted to work with people’s well being, now I do it in a very different 
way.“

INSIDER LOOK OF THE BODY PIERCER AT 
WAR HORSE INK IN RAVENNA, OHIO



What is the biggest pain point that you have 
been dealing with piercings these days?

What do you wish you had known when you started out?

Who is your role model, and why?

What keeps you coming back to Metal Mafia? 

Name one thing that made you most proud so far in 2019.

If you had all the time and money in the world 
what would you be doing right now?

What’s next/new for you for 2019?

Have any side projects you are working on/What do you work 
towards in your free time?

If you had two super powers what would they be? Why?

“I hate disappointing clients by telling them no if their anato-
my doesn’t suite the piercing they’re looking to get done, but 
I’m blessed with amazing clients that appreciate my honesty 
and typically let me pick out which piercing I get to perform 

instead.”

“I am always a safety first person when it comes to new piercings, so when 
clients or friends of clients come in and talk about home piercing experi-

ence, it disappoints me. I’d love for some of the general public to fully un-
derstand the seriousness behind new body piercings, and that they should 

be left to the professionals to perform.”

“My role model is definitely my boss and shop owner, Clint Marsh. He’s 
the one who saw something in me when I didn’t. It was the first time 

having someone say “I think you can do this” and gave me the tools to 
succeed. I am lucky to still be able to work close with him and continue to 

stay motivated to be the at the top of my game.”

“Consistency and communication. Amanda (our rep) takes 
excellent care of our shop’s orders, and with myself being 

the main body piercer in my shop, I rely on my orders being 
in on time and exact.”

“I am extremely proud of our shop this year. We recently upgraded our orig-
inal location to a larger location where all of our artists have been able to 

truly excel. I’ve been extremely blessed to have been given the opportunity 
to have a career where I’m able to express myself and be in charge of my 

success.“

“If I had all the time and money in the world, I would travel 
and experience as many cultures as possible. I would also like 
to learn as many skills as possible as well, like archery, guitar, 

knitting, to name a few.”

“My focus for 2019 is continuing to better my clients experience at 
our shop, through quality jewelry, aftercare information and educating 

my clients on the importance of piercing care.”

“I would love to do more custom ear projects with clients. Since I am still 
newer to the industry, I am still learning more and more about the industry.” 

“If I had two super powers I would choose to be able to stop time and 
teleport.  I would want to be able to stop time in a moment that I would 
want to continue to experience. Teleporting would be fun for traveling!”



PICK UP THE NECESSITIES

https://metalmafia.com/catalogsearch/result/?q=needles
https://www.instagram.com/serenavonromvesen/
https://www.instagram.com/metalmafiabodyjewelry/
https://metalmafia.com/body-piercing-supplies.html


NOVELTY NAVEL JEWELRY IS NOT INTENDED FOR INITIAL PIERCINGS AND SHOULD ONLY BE USED IN HEALED PIERCINGS AS IT SHOULD NOT BE STERILIZED WITH HARSH CHEMICALS. SHAFT AND TOP BALL ARE MADE WITH 316L STEEL. THE BOTTOM GEM SETTING AND DANGLE ARE CAST FROM LEAD AND NICKEL 
FREE BRASS OR ZINC AND THEN PLATED WITH EITHER 24K GOLD, RHODIUM, 14K ROSE GOLD, AND/OR EPOXY PAINT. ALL PLATING MATERIALS ARE LEAD, CADMIUM AND NICKEL FREE. METALLIC PLATING CAN TARNISH DEPENDING ON THE ENVIRONMENT IT IS KEPT IN BUT TARNISH REMOVER CAN BE USED TO 

CLEAN AND REMOVE TARNISH FROM JEWELRY. UNFORTUNATELY PLATING WILL WEAR OFF AFTER A WHILE BUT HERE ARE SOME RECOMMENDATIONS YOU CAN TAKE TO MAKE IT LAST AS LONG AS POSSIBLE! AVOID RUBBING PLATING AND DO NOT EXPOSE TO HIGH TEMPERATURES. ALWAYS TAKE OFF YOUR JEWELRY 
WHEN DEALING WITH COSMETICS AND CHEMICALS, SUCH AS SOAPS, SHAMPOOS AND PERFUMES. REMOVE JEWELRY WHEN SWIMMING IN SALT WATER OR HEAVILY CHLORINATED POOLS AS THEY CAN DAMAGE THE PLATING. ALL MATERIALS USED MEET OR EXCEED CPSIA AND PROP 65 STANDARDS.

SBRINDFL5RG

INDUSTRIALS
FIT ANY EAR WITH EASE: SILICONE RINGS ARE 

ATTACHED BEHIND EACH CHARM, MAKING 
THEM ADJUSTABLE TO EVERY LENGTH BARBELL 

INCLUDED.
Comes Fully Assembled On A 1-1/4 Barbell And Packaged With An Extra 1-1/2 And 1-3/8 Barbell With Extra 

Silicone Rings And 2 Extra Balls, Unless Noted.
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NOVELTY NAVEL JEWELRY IS NOT INTENDED FOR INITIAL PIERCINGS AND SHOULD ONLY BE USED IN HEALED PIERCINGS AS IT SHOULD NOT BE STERILIZED WITH HARSH CHEMICALS. SHAFT AND TOP BALL ARE MADE WITH 316L STEEL. THE BOTTOM GEM SETTING AND DANGLE ARE CAST FROM LEAD AND NICKEL 
FREE BRASS OR ZINC AND THEN PLATED WITH EITHER 24K GOLD, RHODIUM, 14K ROSE GOLD, AND/OR EPOXY PAINT. ALL PLATING MATERIALS ARE LEAD, CADMIUM AND NICKEL FREE. METALLIC PLATING CAN TARNISH DEPENDING ON THE ENVIRONMENT IT IS KEPT IN BUT TARNISH REMOVER CAN BE USED TO 

CLEAN AND REMOVE TARNISH FROM JEWELRY. UNFORTUNATELY PLATING WILL WEAR OFF AFTER A WHILE BUT HERE ARE SOME RECOMMENDATIONS YOU CAN TAKE TO MAKE IT LAST AS LONG AS POSSIBLE! AVOID RUBBING PLATING AND DO NOT EXPOSE TO HIGH TEMPERATURES. ALWAYS TAKE OFF YOUR JEWELRY 
WHEN DEALING WITH COSMETICS AND CHEMICALS, SUCH AS SOAPS, SHAMPOOS AND PERFUMES. REMOVE JEWELRY WHEN SWIMMING IN SALT WATER OR HEAVILY CHLORINATED POOLS AS THEY CAN DAMAGE THE PLATING. ALL MATERIALS USED MEET OR EXCEED CPSIA AND PROP 65 STANDARDS.
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Comes Fully Assembled On A 1-1/4 Barbell And Packaged With An Extra 1-1/2 And 1-3/8 Barbell With Extra 
Silicone Rings And 2 Extra Balls, Unless Noted.

SBRINDFIL6

G

S

SBRINDFIL5

G

S

SBRINDKY3

RGCH

RGPK

RGCL

RGCP

Not Prepackaged. 
Available In 1 1/2” 

& 1 1/4”
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NOVELTY NAVEL JEWELRY IS NOT INTENDED FOR INITIAL PIERCINGS AND SHOULD ONLY BE USED IN HEALED PIERCINGS AS IT SHOULD NOT BE STERILIZED WITH HARSH CHEMICALS. SHAFT AND TOP BALL ARE MADE WITH 316L STEEL. THE BOTTOM GEM SETTING AND DANGLE ARE CAST FROM LEAD AND NICKEL 
FREE BRASS OR ZINC AND THEN PLATED WITH EITHER 24K GOLD, RHODIUM, 14K ROSE GOLD, AND/OR EPOXY PAINT. ALL PLATING MATERIALS ARE LEAD, CADMIUM AND NICKEL FREE. METALLIC PLATING CAN TARNISH DEPENDING ON THE ENVIRONMENT IT IS KEPT IN BUT TARNISH REMOVER CAN BE USED TO 

CLEAN AND REMOVE TARNISH FROM JEWELRY. UNFORTUNATELY PLATING WILL WEAR OFF AFTER A WHILE BUT HERE ARE SOME RECOMMENDATIONS YOU CAN TAKE TO MAKE IT LAST AS LONG AS POSSIBLE! AVOID RUBBING PLATING AND DO NOT EXPOSE TO HIGH TEMPERATURES. ALWAYS TAKE OFF YOUR JEWELRY 
WHEN DEALING WITH COSMETICS AND CHEMICALS, SUCH AS SOAPS, SHAMPOOS AND PERFUMES. REMOVE JEWELRY WHEN SWIMMING IN SALT WATER OR HEAVILY CHLORINATED POOLS AS THEY CAN DAMAGE THE PLATING. ALL MATERIALS USED MEET OR EXCEED CPSIA AND PROP 65 STANDARDS.
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Comes Fully Assembled On A 1-1/4 Barbell And Packaged With An Extra 1-1/2 And 1-3/8 Barbell With Extra 
Silicone Rings And 2 Extra Balls, Unless Noted.
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When Dale and I began Metal Mafia 15 years ago, we knew we had to get ourselves 
on customers’ radar fast, or the money we had to get started would be gone and 
so would we. We started by using yellowpages.com to search state by state for 
tattoo and piercing shops, and called every number we could find. But we also 
knew we needed to advertise. The problem was, advertising was expensive—

even for a tiny ¼ page—so we had to find ways to get creative. We used 5 smart 
methods to help us get visibility. They worked well for us and they’ll work for your 

business, too, so we are sharing them here. 

GETTING THE COMPANY ON THE RADAR

We started by identifying like-minded companies 
with non-conflicting merchandise and asking 
to do a flyer switch. We gave them line sheets 
and marketing flyers to put in their boxes and 
in return, we did the same for them. T-shirt 
companies and poster companies, who catered 
to the modified world were a great way to get 
started, and so were aftercare makers and tattoo 
suppliers. You can do the same thing by putting 
your flyers at local bars, restaurants, clubs, and 
stores that you know your potential customers 
might frequent. 

Look for co-op 
marketing 

opportunities. 

We also used co-branding to let people know we existed.  By sponsoring regional tattoo shows, 
sending out giveaways to shows we didn’t have the manpower to attend, and running ads in 
partnership with some of the companies listed in section 1, we were able to get our name in front 
of a lot of people at less expense than paying for advertising. In the B2C world, you can use tools 
like Facebook and Youtube advertising along with Google AdWords to get your shop a wider 
customer base with far less expense than was possible back in the day when Metal Mafia was just 
getting started.

Bank on co-branding

Direct mailing
Go old-school and get paper in your prospect’s hands. Direct mailing is underestimated in 
the days of digital, but if you yourself know you like to receive a hard copy of our catalogue, 
you can imagine your customers might feel the same. Making a postcard with your shop’s 
services and some photos of your best work is inexpensive and quick to make. You can find 
local printers who can get something like this back to you in 2-3 days, and then hand them 
out near local universities, at malls, at parades, or anywhere else you think your customers 
might be hanging out—just make sure you check your local laws on passing out flyers.



Check out this column again next month for more tips on how to 
build your business so it has staying power as we celebrate 15 
years for Metal Mafia this August. 

Magazines and newspapers have to print a certain number of pages. If they don’t fill 
them with advertisers or an advertiser pulls out at the last second, they are left with 
blank pages that prevent them from going to press. These can be snapped up at the 
last minute at a fraction of the advertising cost—IF your ad is ready on time. Ask for 
tech specs in advance, and have ads ready in the most used formats, and then call 
your local papers and ask if they have remnant space. You’ll find they do, and you’ll get 
the same exposure as all the full-price advertisers for way less dough.

Seek remnant space in local press

Be sure to encourage any client you work on to spread the word to her entourage if she is 
happy with the experience she had at your shop. Make business cards to give to customers 
to give others with your shop info, and ask them to hand them out to anyone who might 
be looking for a trusted place to get modified. A recommendation is the most powerful 
marketing you can get. 

Ask for recommendations

Communicating via social media is quickly 
becoming the new norm. Here’s a tip to help 
ensure that your business keeps up with the 

quick-paced nature of millennials.

Although not everyone has social media, 
it is still important to ask your client for 

their E-mail, Instagram handle, Facebook, 
etc.  Quickly messaging your client via 

social media to check-in can make a huge 
difference. Small things such as asking about 
her healing process and reminding her that 

you are available to answer any and all 
questions. To build the relationship even 

ONE LAST THING

further, you should consider contacting her 
again around the time her piercing should be 

healed.  This not only helps you remind her that 
you care after she’s left, it also makes her more 
likely to return to your shop ready to purchase 

after market jewelry.

This simple one-step process can set you apart 
from your competition, by highlighting that 

your customer service doesn’t end at the cash 
register.

@PIERCE
R_MIKE

https://www.instagram.com/piercer_mike/

